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YEAR 11 PROGRAMME 2025


Year 11 is a very busy time indeed for you all.  Please familiarise yourself with this.

It will cover: 

	1 ) Key information

	2) Stockport - Post 16 prospectus

	3) Local open days

	4) Apprenticeships

	5) Stockport current labour market information

	6) Unsure about careers and wanting to keep your options open for university   

	7) Applying for a post 16 course

	8) CV templates

	9) Minimum entry grades

	10) Courses explained

	11) Preparing for your interview

	12) Extra careers support in school

	13) In school Careers Communication

	14) National Careers service

	15) Bursaries

	16) Helpful websites




1 ) Key information:
· Apply to a minimum of 3 different colleges/sixth forms/apprenticeships/T-Levels or other vocational courses.
· Attend at least 3 open days.
· Be aware some deadlines for applying are the end of November.
· It is a legal requirement to stay in education or training till 18 years old.
2) Stockport - Post 16 prospectus:
This is a great place to start, have a look through this prospectus.  An excellent 52 page local guide for students and adults at home.  Click here stockport-jobsmatch.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Digital-College-Sixth-Form-Prospectus-2025.pdf 

3) Local open days:
In form time, your form tutor will provide you with a list of all local providers open days.

4) Apprenticeships: 
If looking for an apprenticeship, you will need to find your own apprenticeship.  Here are two websites we recommend.

Government website: https://www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk/apprenticeshipsearch 

Greater Manchester apprenticeship and careers service: https://gmacs.co.uk/find-apprenticeships/ 

The deadlines to apply for apprenticeships usually come after the college/sixth form deadlines.  It is advisable to apply for a college/sixth form course as well as an apprenticeship.  Always have a backup.

5) Stockport current labour market information:
Before you choose a career path, it is good to know which jobs are in demand in our local area.  Click here to find out more: Exploring Job Sectors & Careers in Stockport: an LMI Update for 2023/2024 - Stockport JobsMatch

6) Unsure about careers and wanting to keep your options open for university:   
This is a great quick guide which will help you understand which subjects will open doors to different degrees.  Click here to take the test  https://www.informedchoices.ac.uk/start 

7) Applying for a post 16 course:
Different colleges/sixth forms/vocational pathways ask for different application processes and deadlines.  The best thing to do is go on their website and see how to apply and what is required first.  When applying for a course ensure you include words from their website which convey their culture and ethos.  You need to show you have researched their organisation.

8) CV templates
Some colleges/sixth forms/apprenticeships ask for a CV, personal statement or a response to some questions. Click here to download and use a CV template to help you https://stockport-jobsmatch.co.uk/types-of-cv 

9) Minimum entry grades:
Remember there is a course for everyone out there.  Some colleges have asked for a minimum entry grade whilst others don’t.  Again, the best thing to do is to check on their website.  You normally need to have at least five GCSEs at grades 5 to 9 (or an equivalent qualification) to access A level courses/level 3 courses. 

[bookmark: _Hlk172741111]10) Courses explained:

A Levels Involves studying 3 or 4 subjects in depth, preparing teenagers for higher level learning and for work. Minimum grade 6 at GCSE needed, some providers ask for grade 7.

Vocational qualifications BTEC & NVQ courses that develop specialised skills relating to a particular area of work. They are qualifications that can take you on to further training, apprenticeship or a degree and offer teenagers insights into the world of work. NVQ qualifications offer a more practical style of learning. 

Apprenticeships These allow teenagers to learn skills and gain qualifications whilst earning money. Apprenticeships are now available in over 80 industry sectors, not just the traditional sectors such as engineering and hairdressing. 

T-Levels A T Level gives you a mix of learning in the classroom and on the job. Businesses and employers helped design T Levels to teach you the skills you'll need.

Foundation Learning This provides options for teenagers who need more time to build their confidence and skills. They can go on to take more qualifications, apply for an Apprenticeship or prepare for supported employment.

11) Preparing for your interview:
Dress smartly and appropriately • Arrive at least 15 minutes early • Try to prepare some answers before hand • Be polite and courteous • Maintain eye contact • Always seem keen and enthusiastic • Research the company or post-16 provider • Think of some questions to find out more about the course or job • Take with you, your CV or portfolio and reference.  If you would like a practise interview please email kthorpe@bramhallhigh.stockport.sch.uk to arrange one.

12) Extra careers support in school
Our careers advisors are working their way through to provide individual careers advice.  Every student will have a 1:1 careers interview with in independent careers advisor.

Careers staff in school to support you:

Associate assistant headteacher: Myself, Kay Thorpe kthorpe@bramhallhigh.stockport.sch.uk 

Careers Advisers: Located in agency room 4 next to medical room
Deborah Green Deborah.Green@stockport.gov.uk 
Amee Galtrey-Smith amee.galtrey-smith@stockport.gov.uk 

13) In school Careers Communication:
Any leaflets sent to school will be displayed on our careers noticeboard.  
All Careers communication will be put on classcharts and in our Careers section in school library.

14) National Careers service:
You can also speak to an Advisor at the National Careers Service to explore your options for apprenticeships and other study paths by calling: 0800 100 900

15) Bursaries:
If you think you may be entitled to a bursary/funding click here https://www.gov.uk/1619-bursary-fund 

16) Helpful websites:

We have a designated Careers section on our Bramhall High School website, please check this out. See below additional websites to help you.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/careers 
https://stockport-jobsmatch.co.uk/further-higher-education-news 
https://gmacs.co.uk/ 
https://careers.startprofile.com/page/home-page 
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